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MacMillan Coffee Morning
On behalf of school, I would like to extend a massive thanks for everyone
who donated and participated in our MacMillan Coffee Morning on Friday 27
September. Together, along with funds raised by Trinity Presbyterian Church,
a total of £582.66 was raised which will go to help families who are impacted
by cancer.
It was lovely to see school so busy and for children to have the opportunity
to speak with members of our wider community. Thank you for your
wonderful support.

School Book
Children in each of our classes are hard at work
drafting, writing and editing new and original stories
for publication in our next school book. We are
hopeful that the follow up to our first book- Luna,
The Psychic Cat and other short stories, will be
available in time for Christmas.

P6 / P7 Hive Hackers Programme
We recently learned that we were successful in our application to be part of an
exciting computing programme delivered in school by PwC staff alongside the
class teacher.
The Hive Hacker’s Aspire Programme aims to develop and build trust in
society by inspiring, encouraging and preparing young people for a world of
technology through exposure to innovative digital education. The programme
will be used to assist school in our delivery of the curriculum requirements for
the CCEA Cross-Curricular Skill Using ICT by developing the 5 Es - Explore 1,
Explore 2, Express, Exchange, Evaluate, Exhibit.
Children will undertake seven 90 minute school-based sessions in January,
February and March, culminating in our children attending an award ceremony
in Belfast on Friday 27 March 2020.

Cycling to School
A quick reminder to all our cyclists to please ensure you wear a safety helmet
when cycling to and from school. In the event of a fall or an accident, a cycle
helmet will help avoid any serious damage.

PSNI Visit
We were delighted to be visited by PSNI Officers Gary and Sam on Monday
16 September 2019. Both officers spent time discussing online safety with
Key Stage 2 children. Children were reminded of the essential ways (using
the SMART mnemonic) in which they can keep themselves safe when
navigating the world wide web.

Online safety Guides
This month’s advice leaflet is regarding YouTube Kids. The guide is
found at the back of this newsletter after the calendar dates.

Class Assemblies
Our Friday assemblies begin at 9:10am and continue to be open to families
who wish to celebrate the success of our children with us. If you would like to
join us, please make your way to the assembly hall and help yourself to one
of the seats available at the back of the hall. Assemblies should last
approximately 15 minutes, with class assemblies taking a little bit longer.
Class assembly dates have now been confirmed and are detailed below.

Class

Assembly Date

P3 & P4

Friday 11 October 2019

Rec, P1 and P2

Friday 18 October 2019

P5 & P6

Friday 08 November 2019

P7

Friday 22 November 2019

Policies
From September 2019, policies will begin to be uploaded
onto our website in direct response to feedback from our
families. This process will begin following our Board of
Governor’s meeting on Monday 14 October 2019 with
recently amended policies including our Positive
Behaviour Policy.

Water Bottles
Children are welcome to bring a water bottle into class with them to drink from
as and when the need arises. We ask that only water be in these bottles.

Girls Football
We are delighted to have our P4 – P7 girls
participating in football training again this year.
Girls in these classes will be require to have P.E
kit in schools every Tuesday with sessions
running from 2pm-3pm.
The sessions will
culminate in a tournament to be held at the Ards
Blair Mayne Wellbeing and Leisure Complex
where selected children will represent the school
on Wednesday 20 November 2019.

Collecting children at the end of their school
day
Children still waiting to be collected ten minutes after the end of the day will
be cared for by staff in Kids Club. While we do endeavour to be as helpful
and flexible with families as we possibly can be, I am mindful that teaching
staff have other school responsibilities to fulfil. Kids Club is available after
school on most days at very reasonable rates. Further information can be
obtained by contacting the school office.

Day

Kids Club Times

Monday – Thursday

2:00 – 5:00pm

Friday

2:00 – 3:00pm

2pm Friday finishing time
School will continue to close at 2pm on Friday. As outlined in May, this allows
each individual teacher 1 hour in a small group or 1:1 setting during the
school week to work with children in their class on the Special Educational
Needs register.

House Captains
Congratulations to our new house captains, elected by their peers during the
early weeks of September. The House Captains fulfil a number of duties and
are eagerly motivating their teams to earn house points through hard work,
good manners and good learning behaviours. The house with the most
number of weekly wins by October half term will receive a free non-uniform
day.
Week 1- Cloughey
Week 2- Ardkeen

Week 3- Cloughey
Week 4- Ardkeen

Our House Captains for 2019-2020

School Council 2019-2020
Congratulations to our new School Councillors for this academic year,
elected by their peers. The School Council play an important role in helping
ensure that children have a voice at Kirkistown Primary School. The first
School Council meeting will take place before half term.

PTFA News

(Parent, Teacher and Friends Association)

Kirkistown Primary PTFA have been successfully chosen as one of the
charities for the ASDA green token scheme from 1st October to 31st
December 2019. Help us to win £500 by voting for us!




Shop instore at ASDA NEWTOWNARDS
Make sure you collect your Green Tokens from the cashier.
When leaving the store, vote for Kirkistown by placing your tokens into
our slot!

Our annual Disco with DJ Tommy has been organised for Friday 25th October.

This will be a non-uniform day with a £1 donation towards school fund.
Fancy dress is optional however, nothing too gruesome as we don’t want to
scare the little ones!

The Christmas Fair has been scheduled for Wednesday 4th December, 5:30 –
7:30pm. If you are willing to help organise this event or can spare a couple of
hours on the evening to help out, please speak to Shelley Perry or Mark and
Fiona Finegan.
As always, our Christmas raffle provides a generous amount of fundraising at this
event. If you know of anyone who you wouldn’t mind approaching to ask for a
donation for our raffle, it would be greatly appreciated.
Many thanks,
PTFA

Diary dates

Red font denotes new dates added since last newsletter

Term dates for the 2019-2020 academic year can be accessed via a document at the
bottom of the following page: https://www.kirkistownprimaryschool.com/parents430717.html

Date

Details

Tue 01 Oct

Girls Football starts: 2-3pm (P4 – P7 pupils)

Thu 10 Oct

World Mental Health Day

Fri 11 Oct

P3 and P4 Class Assembly

Tue 15 Oct

Harvest Donations to local food bank to be received by
school

Fri 18 Oct

Reception, P1 and P2 Class Assembly
Flu vaccinations

Mon 21- Thu 24 School Finishes at 12:45pm.
Oct
Parent Interviews (by appointment) start at 1:15pm

Thu 24 Oct

Free non-uniform day for the winning house this half term

Fri 25 Oct

School Finishes at 1pm for half term.
Whole School Non-Uniform Day (£1 donation for school
fund)

Date

Details

Mon 04 Nov

School Reopens

Fri 08 Nov

P5 and P6 Class Assembly

Sat 09 Nov

AQE Paper 1

Mon 11 Nov

‘Friendship Week’

Fri 22 Nov

P7 Class Assembly

Sat 23 Nov

AQE Paper 2

Sat 30 Nov

AQE Paper 3

Wed 04 Dec

School Christmas Fair – Time TBC
Cloughey Christmas Tree Lights Switch On (7:30pm)

Wed 11 Dec

School Choir to attend Cloughey Seniors Afternoon Tea

Tue 17 Dec

Nativity Performance: 1pm
Carol Service: 2pm (Both in the Assembly Hall)

Wed 18 Dec

Evening Nativity Performance: 6:30pm
Evening Carol Service: 7:00pm (Both in the Assembly Hall)
Children to be in school for 6pm.

Thu 19 Dec

Free non-uniform day for the winning house this half term

Fri 20 Dec

School Finishes for Christmas

Mon 06 Jan

School Reopens

Mr R Graham
Principal

