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Primary 5, 6 and 7 Netball Club!
In addition to the clubs already running at school, we are delighted to offer your child the opportunity
to attend a 12 week netball course, organised and lead by Maureen Caughers and supported by Miss
Taggart. The netball club is open to boys and girls in P5, P6 and P7.
Funded through the Every Body Active programme, the club is available at a cost of £1 per session
(payable on the day) and will run from 2:50pm – 3:30pm. Families in receipt of free school meals
may access the club for free, however. Up to twenty places are available on a first come
first served basis.

Netball Club dates:
Thursday 08 November, Thursday 15 November, Thursday 22 November, Thursday 29 November
Thursday 06 December, Thursday 13 December
Thursday 10 January, Thursday 17 January, Thursday 24 January, Thursday 31 January
Thursday 07 February, Thursday 28 February

School Projects
All our classes have been working on narrative writing, aiming to ensure every child is a
published writer by Christmas. The process is now nearing completion and I look forward to
providing more details in next month’s newsletter.
Mr Irwin and Mr Graham have been busy writing and rehearsing with the choir on an original
Christmas song! The choir are now ready to record their vocals with a view to having the single
available for download in early December. More details will be available very soon.

Wedding Bells
School were delighted to have a
number of Kirkistown girls be part of a
guard of honour at the wedding of
local Girl’s Brigade Officer, Emma
Nixon, to Mr John Drysdale. I think
you’ll agree that everyone looked
stunning on the day. On behalf of
school and the local community, we
offer our congratulations to Mr and
Mrs Drysdale and our thanks to the
girls for representing us so beautifully.

PTFA Events
Halloween Disco
Thank you to the PTFA for organising what was a highly enjoyable afternoon halloween
themed disco. Your children were superbly behaved and showed some incredible dance
moves to the soundtrack provided by DJ Tommy.

Christmas Fair
Our annual Christmas Fair will take place on Tuesday 04 December between 5:30pm
and 7:30pm. Please make every effort to join us and get into the Christmas spirit. Further
details will be made available nearer the time.
If you would like to help contribute your time or skills to the PTFA, please contact Mrs
Perry or Mr and Mrs Finegan who would be delighted to have your support.

Pantomime Season (Oh yes it is!)
On Thursday 20 December 2018, the whole school will visit ‘The Mac’ in Belfast to watch
the Elves and The Shoemaker. The trip is very kindly being subsidised by our wonderful
PTFA who are very kindly covering the coach hire for the whole school.
As before, we will stop to eat on our way to theatre and will arrive back at school later
than usual- a perfect opportunity for families to have a long day of last minute christmas
shopping or even a simple day of relaxation if needed.
Letters have recently been sent home asking for permission slips to be returned and
payments to be made as promptly as possible and we appreciate your assistance in this
greatly.

School YouTube Channel
We have a growing presence on YouTube with over two
hours of maths tuition freely available to help with
homeworks, pre and post learning. The video content is
primarily for key stage 2 learners but more content will be
added over time.
Visit www.youtube.com and search for Kirkistown Primary
School to find out more.

School Photographs
Tempest Photography were recently in school to take
photographs. We hope you are pleased with end product
as it is always lovely to look back at these photographas
your children grow up.

Children In Need Day
Children are invited to wear suitable pyjamas to school on Friday 16 November 2018 in
exchange for £1 to be donated to Children In Need. Dressing gowns / coats are highly
recommended as the weather continues to cool down and winter draws closer.

Anti-Bullying Week: Respect
During the week beginning Monday 12 November,
children were discussing the importance of respecting
one another as part of our work to help stamp out bullying
behaviour. All children fall out from time to time but it is
imperative that we discuss how to show respect one
another so as to help avoid having feelings irreparably
hurt.

Text Messaging Service
We have recently sent out several text messages to
parents, testing that our text messaging system is
functioning well. We wish to be able to use the service to
keep the community informed of developments at school. If
you didn’t receive these messages, please inform us as
soon as possible so that we can update your contact
details.

100 years of Remembrance
We were delighted to be invited to attend the Remembrance Day Service at Ballywalter on
Sunday 11 November 2018. Three Kirkistown children represented school, each reading
part of a poem at the Cenotaph.
In the build up to the 100th anniversary of the end of the first World War, the school
community came together to make a fantastic display. The frame, kindly made and donated
by Mr Cash, was decorated with hand crafted plastic bottle poppies made by every child in
school. We look forward to giving our latest piece of artwork a permanent home in school.
This whole school piece was complimented by a number of other artworks made by
individual classes and had input from a number of people including Mrs Jones, Mr Adair, Mrs
O’Lone and Ms Matthews. Our thanks are due to each and every one of them.
We also delighted to be paid a visit by Mr Palmer who brought along a number of historical
items to discuss with the children. Experiences like these are never forgotten by the children
and will be recalled for years to come. We are very grateful to Mr Palmer for his time.

Celebration Assemblies
Each Friday, we extend an open invitation to families to join us at our weekly ‘Celebration
Assembly’ where we celebrate the hard work, commitment and resilience of our children.
One child from each class receives a ‘Star Worker’ award while a second child is awarded
the ‘Gold Award’, a certificate that honours the good choices that our children make in
following our golden rules:
We are gentle
We are honest

We are kind and helpful
We work hard

We listen
We look after property

I have also been delighted to present children with a number of awards, achieved outside of
school. Congratulations to those who have brought in recent awards detailing achievements
in music, gymnastics, showjumping, submarine trips and skydiving (really!). We firmly believe
in celebrating the ‘whole child’ and value the support families give to allow their children to
flourish in these areas. Please do continue to send in any such achievements alongside a
brief explanatory note.
Families looking to attend our weekly assembly should feel free to make their way to the
school hall after dropping their children off. Assemblies will start at 09:10am and last
approximately fifteen minutes.

Class Assemblies
Each term, our classes will host a ‘Class Assembly’ where they will present aspects of their
learning to their peers in the school community and any friends or family present. Following
class assemblies, the weekly ‘Star Worker’ and ‘Gold Awards’ will be given out alongside any
extra-curricular awards. An open invite to the school community is extended to these
assemblies which will begin at 9:10am and last between 20 and 30 minutes.

Date

Class

Friday 09 November 2018

Primary 5 and 6

Friday 16 November 2018

Primary 7

Friday 23 November 2018

Primary 3 and 4

Friday 30 November 2018

Reception / Primary 1 and 2

Parent Governor Election
Following the recent vote to elect two Parent Governors, I am pleased to inform you that Mrs
Judith Jones and Mr Mark Finegan have been elected as a result of your votes. A total of 52
votes were cast as follows:
Mark Finegan
21 votes
Judith Jones
20 votes
Kerry Miles
6 votes
Cheryl Williams
5 votes
I would like to thank each of the candidates for accepting their nomination and offering to stand.
Special thanks are given to Mrs Williams for her service over the past number of years to
Kirkistown Primary School. In my short time as Principal she has been a tremendous support
both to the school and to me. On behalf of the school community, I express our gratitude.

Diary Dates
Red font denotes new dates added since last newsletter

Date

Details

Wed 07 Nov 2018

Deadline for receipt of Parent Governor Votes

Tue 13 Nov 2018

School Photographs (from 8:30am for younger siblings)

Wed 21 Nov 2018

P5/P6 Visit to Cloughey Beach as part of their artist study
on Andy Goldsworthy (weather permitting)

Thu 22 Nov 2018

P5/6 at St Patrick’s, Ballygalget for Sports Competition
(9.15 – 11.30pm)

Tue 04 Dec 2018

Christmas Fair (5:30pm– 7:30pm)

Fri 07 Dec 2018

Christmas Carols on the Ferry – Shared Education evening
event

Tue 11 Dec 2018

School Choir to Perform at Portico in Portaferry

Fri 14 Dec 2018

School Choir to perform at Trinity Presbyterian Church,
Cloughey (7:30pm)

Tue 18 Dec 2018

Nativity Performance (1pm) and Carol Service (2pm)

Wed 19 Dec 2018

Evening Nativity Performance & Carol Service (6:30 –
7:30pm)  children to be in school from 6pm

Thu 20 Dec 2018

Whole School Visit to ‘The Mac’ to see The Elves and the
Shoemaker- TBC (Letter to follow)

Mon 24 Dec 2018 – Fri 04 Jan 2019

School closed for Christmas

Mon 07 Jan 2019

School closed- INSET day

Mr R Graham
Principal

