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‘The Message In A Bottle And Other Short Stories’

Whole School Publications (kirkistownprimaryschool.com)

We are delighted to announce the publication of our third whole school book,
'The Message In A Bottle And Other Short Stories'. We were so grateful to be
safely back to school after lockdown and indulged in our imaginations as a way
to feel both in control and inspired. Children have worked tirelessly to plan,
draft, edit and write and type up their own original stories inspired by their
imaginations and their perceptions of the world. This book documents our
return to school and is very special because of this. Weighing in at just over 300
pages, every child in school can once more call themselves a published authora spectacular feat. All three of our books are available to purchase from
Amazon and would make a great birthday or Christmas present. Don't forget to
leave us a review if you make a purchase. Well done to all the boys and girls for
their hard work on their stories.

Numberstacks Resource
We were delighted to receive new mathematics and science resources
thanks to the support of our wonderful PTFA. Our children will benefit
enormously from using these resources and we’ve already started to put
them to good use.

Reception & Primary 1 Admissions
Applications for places in Reception & Primary 1 for September 2021 will open
on Thursday 07 January 2021 and close on Friday 29 January 2020 at 12
noon.
School has created a web page for prospective parents detailing our
admissions criteria and explaining all that we have to offer. Please feel free to
direct friends, family and the wider community to this page to assist them in
finding our more about us.

Admissions and Prospectus (kirkistownprimaryschool.com)

Forest School
Primary 2 & Primary 3 Pupils have been having a fantastic time at their
Forest Schools Sessions. Making the most of our fantastic setting, Miss
Taggart and Mrs Jones have been capturing the sessions through a range of
stunning photographs.

Children have been learning the rules of Forest School, remembering to stay
within their boundary flags and listen for the teacher’s whistle which instructs
them on what to do. While on the beach, children have been using natural
materials to create pieces of artwork. When the sessions finish, children are
careful to ensure they leave no trace, leaving the beach and surrounding
areas tidy to ensure it is safe for wildlife.
Our thanks are extended to everyone involved in facilitating the excellent
programme and to Mrs Jones for accompanying the children on their visits.

ScooterFit!
The decision by the School Council to request the purchase of scooters for
break times has proved to be a very popular one thus far with children
making good use of the hard surface and tyres to make their own tracks. Mr
Graham says the sound reminds him of the London Underground! The
scooters, as well as being good fun, are excellent way to keep active and fit.

Children In Need
Thank you to everyone who made donations towards our Children In Need
Appeal. Children wore pyjamas and engaged in some fun classroom
activities in their bubbles. A total of £93 was raised for charity and will help
assist good work down throughout the British Isles.

House Captains
Our House Captains were democratically chosen by their peers last month with
girls being chosen to lead each house team for 2020-2021 year. Our House
Captains total up the weekly house points to see which house has won the
weekly award. Our School Council decided that the winning house at the end
of each half term deserves a treat and suggested a non-uniform day as the
prize. Congratulations to each of the girls for being elected by their
peers. House Captains (kirkistownprimaryschool.com)

School Council
Congratulations to our 14 School Councillors who were democratically
elected by their peers. We’re looking forward to getting to work with the
Council having a very important first job coming up! Find out more soon.

School Website
Further pages and updated policies have been added to our school website during
October. We hope that our website continues to become a timely and reliable
source of information for our community. http://www.kirkistownprimaryschool.com/

Class Pages
A reminder that all class pages can be viewed on our website to provide insight
into what your children have been up to.
Reception & Primary 1:
http://www.kirkistownprimaryschool.com/reception-class--primary-1.html
Primary 2 & Primary 3:
http://www.kirkistownprimaryschool.com/p2--p3.html
Primary 4 and Primary 5:
http://www.kirkistownprimaryschool.com/p4--p5.html
Primary 6 and Primary 7:
http://www.kirkistownprimaryschool.com/p6--p7.html
Alongside our use of Seesaw (Foundation Stage and Lower Key Stage 1), Google
Classroom (Upper Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2) and our Facebook page, we
believe we’re doing everything we can to keep you well informed.

Looking Further Ahead…
Post-Primary Admissions- P7 Parents
Following the introduction of online applications in pre-school and primary schools,
it is EA’s intention to implement an online system for post-primary admissions for
the September 2021 intake. A new online portal will facilitate parents to apply
online for children transferring from primary to post-primary including listing
preferences and uploading supporting documents.

Extra-Curricular Clubs and Activities
I am delighted that we have safely been able to reintroduce both the AQE Club
and piano tuition. All other clubs remain suspended until times as we are confident
they can be reintroduced safely. We thank the school community for their
continued support and patience at this time.

Trailblazers Programme- Film Making
After Christmas, Primary 4 and Primary 5 pupils will begin work on the next
‘Trailblazers’ module- Film making. Children have really enjoyed the animation
module of the programme and will look to follow in the footsteps on previous
cohorts who were able to develop fantastic video editing skills.

Parent Interviews- February 2021
We have tentatively scheduled our next set of Parent Interviews for the week
beginning Monday 08 February 2021. We will continue to take advice from the N.I
Executive, the Department of Education and the Education Authority ahead of this
date and will look to keep parents up to date with the format of these discussions.

Diary dates
Our calendar, denoting any significant weekly events can accessed via our website:
http://www.kirkistownprimaryschool.com/calendar.html

Term dates
Term dates for the 2020-2021 academic year can be accessed via a document at the
bottom of the following page: http://www.kirkistownprimaryschool.com/term-dates-holidays.html
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