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Parking at School
We are delighted with the confirmation that a part time speed limit of
20mph will exist outside our school. This will help ensure safe journeys for
all our community.
We ask that all our families continue to park responsibly on the school run,
keeping the yellow zig-zag lines free at all times and, wherever possible,
seek to walk to school.
Community policing have advised that they will be looking into traffic in
and around peninsula schools shortly after Easter.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-northern-ireland56488445?fbclid=IwAR168ZN6U2-1J22LIw-ipzLNPNy3cDP76NFmXEXZOZ5rFA78cGENrIvrz4

Parent / Carer Survey
We continue to seek parent views on issues and would appreciate your time to
complete the following surveys. Each survey should take between 5 and 10
minutes to complete and will close on Friday 23 April 2021 at 5pm.
Remote Learning survey:
https://forms.gle/pN4LB3g4cRyTJZx78
Relationships & Sexual Education:
https://forms.gle/DufKUk4CNpENvRWf6

Centenary Party
We will be hosting a Centenary Party on Friday 30 April to celebrate 100
years of Northern Ireland. We are very proud of the beautiful part of the
world we live in and wish to celebrate the continued success and diversity of
the wonderful place we call home. Mrs Perry, on behalf of school and the
PTFA, has been busy in the background applying for grants and making party
arrangements to ensure we have a lovely day.
After another prolonged period of lockdown, we’ve yet another reason to
celebrate.

School Council
Our wonderful and caring school council held a socially distanced meeting
this week and quickly devised a lovely idea to show they are thinking of
others.
Pupils decided to purchase £50 of foods to donate to a local foodbank and
have also purchased a number of Easter eggs to donate to the local
community.
As part of their wellbeing walks, children from Primary 4 – Primary 7 visited
local homes in the community, remaining socially distant to say hello and
deliver a lovely chocolate surprise and little postcard with an Easter message.

Easter Celebrations!
It has absolutely fantastic to have children back in school again in the run up
to Easter and it has been lovely to see how happy they have been to see their
friends again! Children were very busy in all manners of Easter activities.

myHappymind
We are introducing a program, backed by the NHS, to all year groups at
school called myHappymind. myHappymind is all based around helping
children to understand how their brain works and to support them in
developing positive skills and habits to be their very best selves!
myHappymind is delivered in schools by class teachers through a series of
interactive lessons and then the children apply these learnings throughout the
day.
To further embed this learning and ensure that you are able to engage in
these topics with your child, myHappymind has developed a set of resources
for parents. These resources can be accessed online on your computer, or
through an app on your phone. The resources allow children to continue to
practise some of the habits they have developed at school, such as happy
breathing, for you to learn more about what they are learning in the program.
Also included are activities for you to do together at home, to complement the
in-school lessons.
To access these materials just go to: https://myhappymind.org/parentresources-ni and you’ll be guided through the process.
We really encourage you to make use of this free content so that you can
support your child in getting the best out of the curriculum. If you have any
questions about the curriculum, please contact your class teacher. If you have
any technical questions about accessing the resources, please contact
hello@myHappymind.org

Embracing the outdoors!
We continue to take advantage of our wonderful setting to enhance both our
curriculum and our wellbeing. In order to do so, it is important that children
have a warm coat and suitable shoes each day. Families who took wellington
boots home during the recent period of remote learning are welcome to return
them to school once more. Our children love being outdoors and we will
continue to make good use of the wonderful facilities on our doorstep.

Term Dates 2021-2022
The term dates for the 2021-2022 academic
year are now available to view on our school
website:
http://www.kirkistownprimaryschool.com/termdates--holidays.html

Calendar
Information on key events throughout summer term can be found here:
http://www.kirkistownprimaryschool.com/calendar.html
Please note that all information remains subject to change.

The wonders of green
screen
Thanks to the wonderful work of our PTFA
and Mrs Perry in particular, we now have a
fabulous green screen area set up in school
for our children to use. Having a small but
dedicated area to this will allow us to
enhance our curriculum even further and
improve and apply our ICT skills in all sorts
of new ways. We're really looking forward to
seeing where our collective imaginations
take us. Our thanks are extended
generously to Mrs Perry for all the work that
she does on behalf of our school
community.

Kids Club and other
after-school clubs
paused
We have received confirmation from
the Minister for Education that all clubs
including after-school wrap around
care remains paused until further
notice. We
apologise
for
any
inconvenience.

School Meals and Kids Club Payments
Families are reminded that all school meals and use of Kids’ Club must be paid
for in the week of use as these monies need to be returned to the accounts
department in the Education Authority. Please contact the school office if you
require any further support or have any questions.

School Website
Further pages and updated policies have been added to our school website during
the period of remote learning. Our website is now a very useful source of
information for our school community and we hope this may be helpful to families
who require any assistance. http://www.kirkistownprimaryschool.com/

Class Pages
A reminder that all class pages can be viewed on our website to provide insight
into what your children have been up to.
Reception & Primary 1:
http://www.kirkistownprimaryschool.com/reception-class--primary-1.html
Primary 2 & Primary 3:
http://www.kirkistownprimaryschool.com/p2--p3.html
Primary 4 and Primary 5:
http://www.kirkistownprimaryschool.com/p4--p5.html
Primary 6 and Primary 7:
http://www.kirkistownprimaryschool.com/p6--p7.html
Alongside our use of Seesaw (Foundation Stage and Lower Key Stage 1), Google
Classroom (Upper Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2) and our Facebook page, we
believe we’re doing everything we can to keep you well informed.

Looking Further Ahead…
Cloughey Cross Country Cup
We are hopeful of hosting of School Cross Country Championships on
Wednesday 02 June 2021 at Calhame Pitch. Children in Key Stage 1 will
compete over a distance of 800m with Key Stage 2 pupils competing over a
distance of 1200m. Children will earn house points during their run with the
lowest House being awarded the Cloughey Cup. Every finisher will receive a
certificate for completing the course with medals for the 1st three finishers in
each category for both boys and girls.
How the races will operate will depend on any restrictions in place at the time.
The restrictions may also limit our capacity to invite spectators to join us. If
you think you will be available on this date to offer assistance in setting up /
dismantling the course or acting as a finish line official, your support would
very much be appreciated.
Please contact Mr Graham (rgraham577@c2ken.net) if you would be willing
to assist.

P7 Leavers’ Hoodies and Assembly
Mr Irwin will be in touch very shortly with families regarding placement of
orders for leavers hoodies for P7 pupils. An order form will be made available
online for families to select the appropriate size and to confirm that payment
has been made via Schoolmoney. Payment in advance will be required and
by the deadline.
We are hopeful that we may be permitted to have parents attend a small
assembly before the end of the school year to mark the end of primary
education for our P7 pupils. We will, however, be bound by the directives
issued by the N.I Executive and Departments of Education and Health.

Diary dates
Our calendar, denoting any significant weekly events can accessed via our website:
http://www.kirkistownprimaryschool.com/calendar.html

Term dates
Term dates for the 2020-2021 academic year can be accessed via a document at the
bottom of the following page: http://www.kirkistownprimaryschool.com/term-dates-holidays.html
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