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Intergenerational Project Underway 
Sessions 1 & 2 have taken place at the Peninsula Healthy Living Centre. Joined 

by Susan, Carol and Patricia from our local Knit & Knatter group, the children 

have planted pea, carrot, radish, beetroot and cress seeds! The children have 

even returned to school with some samples to grow in the classroom! Our 

continued thanks are extended to Sarah and John from Peninsula Healthy Living 

Centre for creating this wonderful learning experience for our children and treating 

us all so well. Thank you also to Susan and Patricia. This project is funded 

through the Ards & North Down Borough Council #myvoice scheme, helping to 

provide our children with unique learning opportunities alongside some very 

special local people. You can find out more information about our work within the 

community via our website:   

http://www.kirkistownprimaryschool.com/the-wider-community.html 

 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/myvoice?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARB3Tdv9x3HZcNaAJtCmIxL0biUV640Lse-q7dl939TFF3_Lmjw-jynkncKfOliWpQ5EMPW8JRUOXZ88mRCkJujYjJEMXnSlEhYeI3Bf_aROgTTuRYwl-qJ9xYvqNVQ_IoxFajNKk5f4fGeXQMhnL-m08H3yOokx1281-LMBNcFmp1L_zb4OkC1l_PFJXOPqUUe4Ik2YRXq29uSFnErkkAQ9mzW6t9ELLvFOPRLSsiApkTeKolo8rkAWlyUIFMU21nJrQZ57oNglpmxhMugf7Om0Nd607wudltslASX2obL2JJ0GyYw-wt4_ZUJYGq213q0n0TNVas5ViojYPjx6wOP8ZEBLrBrnoZ6f3hsSwsyoBFY1J4znb39QDQj9fkcf4MEoc13LVLlmFVyO1Wib3IaoJ8r5qCrSFKtkFVQ_zMR2&__tn__=%2ANK-R
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Shared Education Update 
P6 & P7 have been having a brilliant time as part of their Shared Education 

Healthy Living Sessions. Led by the IFA and GAA, children have been taking 

part in a number of fast and frenzied team games that are supported by 

learning on a balanced diet, healthy living and the importance of sleep. Well 

done to all the children for their exemplary behaviour. A number of further 

sessions are planned for P6 and P7 before our younger children start their 

PDMU (Personal Development and Mutual Understanding) learning alongside 

their friends from St Patrick’s. More photographs are available on our new 

website: http://www.kirkistownprimaryschool.com/shared-education.html 

Fire Safety Visit 
P5 had a fire safety visit from the outreach team at Portaferry Fire Station 

today. Children were learning about the dangers in homes, what to do in 

the event of an emergency and also had the opportunity to ask questions. 
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Parking at school 
Please remember to keep the yellow zig zag lines free from vehicles at all 

times to help ensure our children are safe. 

 

Nutritional Standards for School Food 
 
Have your say on the future of nutritional standards for School Food by 

taking part in this online survey: https://consultations.nidirect.gov.uk/dfe-

children-and-young-people-strategy-directorate/update-to-nutritional-

standards-for-school-

food/?fbclid=IwAR35bdXXwWTeDZBetznc1aNHJvlCjB03Hwagtxk1Pg3atLf

tB84QBzhzH6g 

 

Healthy Eating  
We strongly encourage families to pack a nutritional, 

balanced lunch for their children. While we 

appreciate a small sugar boost (eg- chocolate 

biscuit) can be very helpful, we cannot allow energy 

drinks loaded with caffeine and / or sugar as these 

are nutritionally unsuitable and can make it difficult 

for children to concentrate in the afternoons. Please 

consider the energy boost from the natural sugars 

found in fruit and consider water or cordial for 

hydration.  
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Class Assemblies 
Dates for our Spring Term class assemblies have been arranged as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Our Friday assemblies begin at 9:10am and continue to be open to families who 

wish to celebrate the success of our children with us. If you would like to join us, 

please make your way to the assembly hall and help yourself to one of the seats 

available at the back of the hall. Assemblies should last approximately 15 minutes, 

with class assemblies taking a little bit longer.  

Judaism Assembly 
Children have been learning about Judaism in a recent whole school assembly. 

Led by Mr Clint, children had the opportunity to hear about and view the Torah, the 

Menorah, the Shofar (Ram's Horn) and the Hebrew alphabet. Some lucky 

volunteers had the opportunity to wear a Talit (Prayer Shawl) and Kippah (Skull 

Cap). We are so very grateful that our children have had the opportunity to learn 

about another faith in such a respectful manner. On behalf of the entire school 

community, I extend our thanks to Mr Clint for his time in leading such an 

interactive and informative presentation.  

We would love to hear from others in our school community who have links with 

other faiths and cultures to allow our children to broaden their experiences even 

further. http://www.kirkistownprimaryschool.com/other-faiths-and-cultures.html 

 

Date Class 

Friday 06 March P3 & P4  

Friday 13 March Reception  P1 / P2 

Friday 20 March P6 & P7 

Friday 27 March  P5 
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New School Website 
We’ve continued to add further tabs to our new school website over the last 

four weeks. Hopefully you’ll find the new site to be full of useful information 

and helpful in keeping the local community informed of what is happening at 

our fantastic primary school. http://www.kirkistownprimaryschool.com/ 

 

 

To stay up to date with school life, I warmly recommend subscribing to our 

school YouTube page: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCk2P4BsM0Ti7umhkr8Cw1pA 

And following us on Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/KirkistownPrimarySchool/ 

AQE 
Congratulations to our P7 children who received their AQE results last week. 

After months of preparation in class, additional after-school sessions led by 

Mr Irwin and lots of studying at home, each of our AQE candidates received 

excellent scores that should give them the pick of local grammar schools. 

Tremendously well done to each and everyone of you.   

http://www.kirkistownprimaryschool.com/
http://www.kirkistownprimaryschool.com/
http://www.kirkistownprimaryschool.com/
http://www.kirkistownprimaryschool.com/
http://www.kirkistownprimaryschool.com/
http://www.kirkistownprimaryschool.com/
http://www.kirkistownprimaryschool.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCk2P4BsM0Ti7umhkr8Cw1pA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCk2P4BsM0Ti7umhkr8Cw1pA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCk2P4BsM0Ti7umhkr8Cw1pA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCk2P4BsM0Ti7umhkr8Cw1pA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCk2P4BsM0Ti7umhkr8Cw1pA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCk2P4BsM0Ti7umhkr8Cw1pA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCk2P4BsM0Ti7umhkr8Cw1pA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCk2P4BsM0Ti7umhkr8Cw1pA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCk2P4BsM0Ti7umhkr8Cw1pA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCk2P4BsM0Ti7umhkr8Cw1pA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCk2P4BsM0Ti7umhkr8Cw1pA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCk2P4BsM0Ti7umhkr8Cw1pA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCk2P4BsM0Ti7umhkr8Cw1pA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCk2P4BsM0Ti7umhkr8Cw1pA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCk2P4BsM0Ti7umhkr8Cw1pA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCk2P4BsM0Ti7umhkr8Cw1pA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCk2P4BsM0Ti7umhkr8Cw1pA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCk2P4BsM0Ti7umhkr8Cw1pA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCk2P4BsM0Ti7umhkr8Cw1pA
https://www.facebook.com/KirkistownPrimarySchool/
https://www.facebook.com/KirkistownPrimarySchool/
https://www.facebook.com/KirkistownPrimarySchool/
https://www.facebook.com/KirkistownPrimarySchool/
https://www.facebook.com/KirkistownPrimarySchool/
https://www.facebook.com/KirkistownPrimarySchool/
https://www.facebook.com/KirkistownPrimarySchool/


AutismNI Superhero Week  
On the week commencing Monday 03 February 2020, we will participate in 

the AutismNI Superhero week. During the week, children will be encouraged 

to  be as strong as Superman, be as smart as Ironman, be as kind as 

Wonder Woman be as generous as Black Panther and be as amazing as 

Spiderman. Children are being encouraged to be helpful around the home in 

return for a small sponsorship per family. On Friday, children are welcome to 

come to school in a superhero costume if they wish. Older children will be 

given the opportunity to make a small superhero mask during the week.  

Christmas Donations Totals Confirmed 
Thank you kindly to the wider school community for your kind donations of 

£333.50 to the Simon Community & Cancer Fund For Children £57.10 over 

the Christmas period.  



Parent Interviews 
Our next round of parent meetings will take place on the week commencing 

Monday 10 February 2020.  

 

Cloughey Cross Country Cup 
Plans are underway to host our Shared Education Cross Country Races at 

Calhame pitch once more this year with a date of Thursday 26 March 2020 

confimed. The inaugural event last year was a great success with almost 

every eligible child from each school taking part.  

 

As last year, school would be very grateful for volunteers willing to help set up 

/ dismantle the course, marshal or be a finish line official. Please contact Mr 

Graham if you would be willing to assist.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Swimming Lessons 
Swimming lessons will begin on Monday 20 April 2020 for children in P4-P7 

continuing weekly on Mondays thereafter. Lessons and transport must be 

paid for up front via our SchoolMoney online payments system.   

 

As last year, we will avail of the excellent new facilities at Ards Blair Mayne 

Wellbeing & Leisure Complex where children can learn to swim in the 

knowledge that they can stand up immediately, placing their feet on the pool 

floor, if they feel uncomfortable. Children will enjoy a swimming session and 

an additional sports hall session during their weekly visit.  

Looking Further Ahead… 



Diary dates  Red font denotes new dates added since last newsletter 

 

Term dates for the 2019-2020 academic year can be accessed via a document at the 

bottom of the following page: http://www.kirkistownprimaryschool.com/term-dates--

holidays.html 

 

 
Date Details 

Mon 03 Feb  AutismNI Superhero Week-  

Thu 06 Feb P6 & P7 to visit St Patrick’s, Ballygalget to participate in Football Coaching 
led by IFA coaches 

Mon 10 Feb –  
Thu 13 Feb 

Parent Interviews 1:15pm onwards 
School Closes at 12:45pm 

Fri 14 Feb School Finishes at 1pm for Half Term 
Non-Uniform day with £1 donation  to school fund 

Mon 24 Feb School reopens 

Thu 27 Feb P6 & P7 to be joined by children from St Patrick’s, Ballygalget to participate 
in Football Coaching led by IFA coaches 

Thu 05 Mar World Book Day 

Fri 06 Mar P3 and P4 Class Assembly 

Fri 13 Mar Reception / P1 and P2 Class Assembly 

Fri 20 Mar P6 & P7 Class Assembly 

Fri 27 Mar P5 Class Assembly 
P6 & P7 Children to attend Hive Hackers Award Ceremony in Belfast (Time 
TBC) 

Fri 03 Apr School Closes for Easter 

Mon 20 Apr School Reopens 
First Day of Swimming for P4-P7 

Tue 21 Apr Susan Falkingham Quiz- Selected children to attend 

Wed 22 Apr Visit from Swaziland Choir 
Kirkistown School Choir to perform at Trinity Presbyterian Church (7:30pm) 
with Swaziland Choir. 

Mon 27 Apr P4 – P7 Swimming 

Thu 30 Apr Crown Ministries Puppet show assembly  
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