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Classes for next year
I am delighted to confirm to families that the current class arrangements will
continue next year. In spite of all the difficulties created by the pandemic, our
children have adjusted well and made good progress thanks to the combined
efforts of school and families.
Classes for the 2021-2022 academic year will therefore be as follows:
Reception & Primary 1:
Primary 2 & Primary 3:
Primary 4 & Primary 5:
Primary 6 & Primary 7:

Mrs Harbinson
Miss Taggart
Mr Graham
Mr Irwin

Engage Programme
School is hopeful that further funding may be obtained to allow the
continuation of the Engage Programme during the next academic year.
Designed to help children ‘catch up’ and ‘consolidate’ previous learning, the
programme has really benefitted pupils this year. School will be in touch with
families when further information is available.

Parent Survey Results
Thank you to everyone who made time to
participate in our ‘Remote Learning’ and
‘Relationships & Sexual Education’ surveys. The
results of both surveys are available to view on the
school website:
http://www.kirkistownprimaryschool.com/parentsurveys.html

Piano Lessons
1:1 lessons (30 minutes) are conducted by Mrs Williams for interested pupils.
Mrs Williams is an experienced private music teacher and a number of our
children have been enjoying lessons with her in school this year. Lessons will
involve both practical and theoretical elements of music with books provided
by Mrs Williams at an additional cost as and when required. In order to
benefit fully from these sessions, it is essential that your child has regular
access to a keyboard/piano to practise at home between lessons.
Expressions of interest are now being sought for the 2021-2022 academic
year. Please email molone861@c2ken.net to confirm the name(s) of any
interested children and to give permission for your contact details to be
passed directly to Mrs Williams:
http://www.kirkistownprimaryschool.com/music-tuition.html

Centenary Celebrations
We were delighted to be joined by the First Minister as part of our Northern
Ireland Centenary celebrations. Our children have celebrated some of the
great achievements that have their origins in Northern Ireland and reflected
on the global impact of Northern Irish people in sport, music, film and other
industries. We have looked at the geography of our country and at the many
areas of outstanding natural beauty that are right here on our doorstep. The
First Minister was very impressed by the knowledge and the talents displayed
by our children during her visit
As part of their curriculum, our children learn to recognise their own potential
and the potential in others around them. We have so much to be proud of in
Northern Ireland and the future of our country will be in the hands of a
generation of children who have participated in Shared Education
programmes, developing an understanding of the wider Northern Ireland
community while maintaining a pride in their own heritage.
Our celebration was generously supported by the Parent, Teacher and
Friends Association, Tesco (Newtownards), The Ancre Somme Association,
Reeds Rains (Newtownards) and the McCurrie family, together with the
support of the wider community and we are so very grateful to everyone.
After a challenging year, it was so pleasing to have a wonderful occasion to
celebrate: http://www.kirkistownprimaryschool.com/ni-centenary.html

Facebook Page
We continue to showcase the excellent work undertaken by our children
through our school Facebook page which allows the school community to
access a more immediate and ongoing understanding of the work we do. It is
wonderful to showcase the many collective and individual talents of our
children in this way. Our recent Northern Ireland Centenary celebrations saw a
growth in traffic to our page with a reach of over 15,000 views for the
photographs and videos documenting this special day.
Thank you to our school community for engaging with us in this way. As a
parent myself, I always found it nice to see photographs and school updates
in this way. The excellent work showcased by our children will only help to
enhance the reputation and standing of school.
https://www.facebook.com/KirkistownPrimarySchool/

Department of Education Summer Scheme
The Department of Education has announced a voluntary summer scheme
programme for this summer. We have only recently received information
about the expected parameters for this scheme and we have been working
with other local Primary Schools to establish if it would be possible for us to
provide this service in the summer. Unfortunately, for the following reasons the
local schools have decided that it will not be possible to go ahead with a
summer scheme:
• There would be social distancing expectations in place, along with the
requirement to keep children in bubbles and to operate a track and trace
system
• The scheme would also not be open to all pupils and schools would be
expected to select the children who could attend.
• There are also requirements to have members of staff on site who are
specifically trained in Child Protection and First Aid.
• It would be difficult to operate a summer scheme around the normal deep
cleaning procedures that are carried out during summer closure.
• It is very late in the school term for staff to plan and organise such a
scheme, while ensuring pupils and staff members are kept safe.
• The scheme is not designed to be a ‘catch up’ or involve formal learning, so
we believe that local leisure facilities may be best placed to provide any
summer facilities.

Sun Screen
As the warmer weather approaches (hopefully), we ask
our families to give due consideration to the need to apply
sun screen to children in the morning before leaving to
attend school.
Our wonderful location means that we do often benefit
from the sun during the warmer weather and it is
imperative that our children are both well hydrated and
protected from potential sun burn.

Writing for a purpose
Primary 4 & 5 pupils have been writing informal letters which are now ready to
post to children attending a school in Greater Manchester! We've included a
lovely postcard showing off our wonderful school and are hopeful that in time,
we’ll receive letters back.

Term Dates 2021-2022:
Amendment
A small amendment to our term dates for the 20212022 academic year, due to the Jubilee, has had to
be made. Our updated term dates for 2021-2022 are
now available to view on our school website:
http://www.kirkistownprimaryschool.com/term-dates-holidays.html

Calendar
Information on key events throughout summer term can be found here:
http://www.kirkistownprimaryschool.com/calendar.html
Please note that all information remains subject to change.

Cloughey Cross Country Cup
Our School Cross Country Championships are scheduled to take place,
weather permitting, on Wednesday 02 June 2021 at Calhame pitch. Children
have been busy preparing for the races as part of their P.E sessions. We look
forward to updating parents via our website and Facebook pages following
the races but are regrettably unable to invite you to attend in keeping with the
latest DE guidance.

Sports Day
Our Sports Day format will be a little different this year due to the pandemic
with classes holding individual events on Tuesday 08 June 2021 rather than
our traditional collective events. We hope to be able to return to our traditional
Sports Day Format in 2022. Unfortunately, due to Covid, we are unable to
invite families to join us this year and ask for your understanding with regards
to this.

School Meals and Kids Club Payments
Families are reminded that all school meals and use of Kids’ Club must be
paid for in the week of use as these monies need to be returned to the
accounts department in the Education Authority. Please contact the school
office if you require any further support or have any questions.

School Website
Further pages and updated policies have been added to our school website during
the period of remote learning. Our website is now a very useful source of
information for our school community and we hope this may be helpful to families
who require any assistance. http://www.kirkistownprimaryschool.com/

Class Pages
A reminder that all class pages can be viewed on our website to provide insight
into what your children have been up to.
Reception & Primary 1:
http://www.kirkistownprimaryschool.com/reception-class--primary-1.html
Primary 2 & Primary 3:
http://www.kirkistownprimaryschool.com/p2--p3.html
Primary 4 and Primary 5:
http://www.kirkistownprimaryschool.com/p4--p5.html
Primary 6 and Primary 7:
http://www.kirkistownprimaryschool.com/p6--p7.html

Alongside our use of Seesaw (Foundation Stage and Lower Key Stage 1), Google
Classroom (Upper Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2) and our Facebook page, we
believe we’re doing everything we can to keep you well informed.

Looking Further Ahead…
AQE 2021-2022
Applications for the 2021/22 AQE Entrance Assessment will open
on Tuesday 25 May 2021.
The Entrance Assessments will be held on the following dates:
Saturday 20 November 2021
Saturday 27 November 2021
Saturday 4 December 2021

Due to the unprecedented circumstances, AQE has made revisions to this
year’s assessment in order to recognise the disruption that Covid-19 has had
on schooling. The assessments will follow the same general format as the
past papers that many will be using for practice.
AQE has made modifications for this assessment, including:
The provision of detailed English and mathematics support documents for the
2021/22 CEA papers which will be made available on the AQE website for
parents and teachers to access.
Some mathematics topic areas included in previous years will not be
assessed in the 2021/22 assessment. Details of these topic areas will be
available on the AQE website for parents and teachers to access.
Some of the English passages have been shortened where appropriate.
The mathematics and English questions have been revised to make them
more accessible for this year’s assessment.
Access has been provided free of charge to a large selection of past papers
on the AQE website and others are available for purchase so that children
can prepare thoroughly for the assessment (AQE will be providing a guide
showing which individual questions will not be relevant for this year’s
assessment due to the revisions described above – this will be made
available from mid-June at the latest).
A sample paper, reflecting the 2021/22 assessment, will be provided free of
charge on the AQE website: https://aqe.org.uk/
The support documents for English and mathematics can be found here:
https://aqe.org.uk/documentation-for-2021-2022-assessments/

Diary dates
Our calendar, denoting any significant weekly events can accessed via our website:
http://www.kirkistownprimaryschool.com/calendar.html

Term dates
Term dates for the 2020-2021 academic year can be accessed via a document at the
bottom of the following page: http://www.kirkistownprimaryschool.com/term-dates-holidays.html
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